
   LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 

Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on 

Monday, 3rd July 2017 at 3.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Warnock.
PRESENT:
Councillors -  John Browne, Seamus Butler, 

Mick Cahill,  Padraig Loughrey, Colm Murray,


Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly and Paul Ross.  


Ms. Madeline Bennett.


Ms. Rosalind Greene.

Ms. Aisling Nolan.


Superintendent  Jim Delaney.      

Inspector Pauric Jones.

Sergeant Lionel Mullally.


Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.


Ms. Lorraine O’Connor, Regeneration Officer.

APOLOGIES:-
Councillors - Paraic Brady, Gerard Farrell.

Mr. Luke Casey, Mr. Peter Cox
MEETINGS

ADMINISTRATOR: 
Anne Lee.                                              
 ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the 3rd April 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING.

None.

GARDA REPORT.

Superintendent Delaney briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised -
· Business Alert Tex Scheme  - the need for businesses to be vigilant regarding keeping cash on their premises was emphasised.

· Theft from vehicles.

· Public Order and Assaults.

· Longford Summer Festival.

· Cemetery Sunday in Ballymacormack Graveyard.

· Late Night Soccer Leagues.

· Multi-Cultural Initiative.

· Control of Drugs.

· Road Safety.

· Garda complement in Ballymahon Garda Station  - Sergeant McGowan appointed.

Inspector Jones briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised -

· Drugs seizures.

· Assaults and Criminal Damage.

· Public Order Offences.

· Burglaries.

Both Garda representatives encouraged the public to take care on the roads during the summer period.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a letter be sent to the Garda Commissioner requesting extra Gardai for County Longford.
LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORT. 
Mr. C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, updated the members on the following  and replied to queries raised  -

· CLÁR Scheme.

· Community Grant Scheme.

· Town and Village Renewal Scheme.

· Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Scheme.

· LEADER Programme.

· Tourism activities.

· Progression of new Edgeworthstown Branch Library.

· Center Parcs project.

· Natural Gas Pipeline.

· Creative Ireland initiatives.

· Local Enterprise Office activities.
· Bealtaine Festival.

· National Suicide Prevention Strategy.

· Public Participation Network (PPN).

· Older Persons Strategy  -  the issue of replacement of seating on the Market Square and provision of seating along the Canal to be investigated.  

UPDATE ON CCTV.

The members discussed the recent Government announcement regarding Community based CCTV scheme which is intended to support local communities who wish to install and maintain CCTV security systems in their area, with the aim of increasing public safety and to deter illegal or anti-social behaviour.

The Scheme will run for 3 years with funding of €1 million being made available each year.  It is designed to provide financial assistance to qualifying local organisations towards meeting the capital costs associated with the establishment of local community CCTV systems. The maximum grant available is €40,000. Within this limit, grants of up to 60% of the total capital costs of the system may be awarded.

The difficulty of communities in achieving the required matched funding of 40% was discussed.    Councillor Nolan requested the support of the JPC for civic minded communities where CCTV was considered necessary.
JOINT ACTION PLAN.
Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, updated the members regarding the Joint Action Plan agreed by the Gardai and the Local Authority to tackle anti-social behaviour in the  the Ardnacassa/Palace Crescent/Grian Ard areas of Longford town. Paddy referred to very positive meetings held with residents of the area and relevant agencies.  Key issues facing the community in the area were highlighted at the meetings.  
A number of Councillors expressed concern that the local representatives were not invited to the meetings.  Paddy emphasised that this will be a long term project to use available resources in an integrated manner. 
The issue of the storage of tyres at the rear of houses and burnt out houses in the area to be followed up.
CRIME PREVENTION AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME.

Sergeant Lionel Mullaly gave an overview of the Crime Prevention Ambassador Programme which was launched in October 2016. He stated that the overall aim of the Programme is to deliver crime prevention information to older people, provide them with clear and effective crime prevention advice and address the fear of crime.  This project is designed to empower older people within the community by working in partnership with An Garda Siochana through local Community Policing Gardai and Crime Preventions Officers.  Sergeant Mullaly stated that the Programme is proving to be very successful in the prevention of crime.   
PRESENTATION BY THE OLDER PERSONS COUNCIL.
Mrs. Kitty Hughes gave a comprehensive report on the activities of the Longford Older Persons Council which was established in December 2016.  
Kitty also referred to the Crime Ambassador Programme and gave details regarding the County Longford Age Friendly Strategy 2015-2020.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting be held on the 2nd October 2017.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the

Monday, 2nd October 2017.
Signed:   __________________

               Chairperson.[image: image1.jpg]
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